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The beginning of a new year is
often a time to both reflect, and to
look ahead. That is what this arti-
cle is about; reflecting on familiar
Scriptures, and looking ahead to
what new thoughts we might have
about them.

New Stuff

Going to Pilate, he asked for Je-
sus' body, and Pilate ordered that
it be given to him. Joseph took the
body, wrapped it in a clean linen
cloth, and placed it in his own new
tomb that he had cut out of the
rock. He rolled a big stone in front
of the entrance to the tomb and
went away (Matt. 27:58-60) OK,
Christmas has come and gone,
the wrapping paper and boxes, so
shiny and new a few days ago, are
now in the recycling. And the gifts
themselves? Hopefully they are
still treasured, but they are no
longer new. But we have such a
fascination with stuff, especially
new stuff, do we not? Let us con-
sider the One after whom our faith
is named. Jesus had few, if any,
possessions. Consider this: He
was formed in a borrowed

womb. Born to a borrowed father,
in a borrowed stable, and laid in a
borrowed feeding trough. As He
said of His life; "Foxes have holes
and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has no place to lay
his head." (Matt. 8:20) Then, bor-
rowing the sins of the entire popu-
lation that ever lived and ever
would, He laid down His life, and
was laid in a borrowed

tomb. From a borrowed womb to
a borrowed tomb.

“Behold, | Make All Things New!”

A New Testament Look at ‘New,” for Our New Year
By Pastor Jim

New Wine; part 1

In the same way, after the supper
he took the cup, saying, "This cup
is the new covenant in my blood,

which is poured out for you. Luke
22:20

It is our tradition to monthly share
in Holy Communion during wor-
ship, and we reflect upon Jesus’
words during the Last Supper;
which was a Passover celebra-
tion. We then take the bread and
wine. How often do we think
upon the differences between
these two elements? The Pass-
over bread was unleavened, with-
out yeast, a reminder that the Is-
raelites had no time to let the
bread rise, for they were leaving
Egypt hastily. Our bread reminds
us of Christ's Body, we break the
bread as His Body was broken.
But, whether we actually use
bread made without yeast or not,
there is another meaning. Yeast
is a symbol for sin throughout the
Scriptures, so the bread also re-
minds us that Christ was without
sin. The bread shows His worthi-
ness. The cup is a whole differ-
ent thing. The Passover blood
was placed over the doors, and
all those ‘under the blood’ were
saved from death. The ‘old cove-
nant’ was the Law of God. The
New Covenant, is God’s grace.
We need just partake in the cup,
not physically, but the actual ac-
ceptance of Christ’'s sacrifice, and
then we are ‘under the Blood’ and
spared from death. Jesus said
He was offering His Body, yes,
but the covenant was in the
blood.

A New You!

You have taken off your old self
with its practices and have put
on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge in the im-
age of its Creator (Col.39-10)

So, did you get any new clothes
for Christmas? Doesn't it feel
good to put on a new outfit, a
new suit, or a brand new pair of
jeans? There is something
about fresh, clean, new, clothes.

But that’s nothing compared to
how good Christ can make us
feel, if we let Him. Like pulling of
old, worn, ragged, dirty clothing,
and replacing it with that which
is fresh and new—so is it when
we decide to take off our old
selves, old, worn, ragged, dirty
habits and lifestyles, and putting
on a new self, one which is
fresh, clean, and strong in the
Lord.

New Wine; part 2

Neither do men pour new wine
into old wineskins. If they do, the
skins will burst, the wine will run
out and the wineskins will be ru-
ined. No, they pour new wine
into new wineskins, and both are
preserved. Matthew 9:17

Sometime in 2009, if the Lord is
willing, we will move into our
new church building. Will we be
the same church? In many
ways, yes, of course. We will
still have great music, great edu-
cation programs, great out-
reach...but in many ways we will
not be the same. Significant
numbers of new people will
change the needs and the gifts
of Wyoming Church. We must
let that happen...we must en-
courage that to happen! The
wineskin here is not the




building. Consider the old wine-
skin to be the makeup of the
church, not the people, not the
programs, but the overall make
up of the church. The new build-
ing, the new people, the land, the
parking, will combine with the cur-
rent people, ministries, and pro-
grams. How wonderful what God
will do! We must allow the new
wine to be new, we must create a
new wineskin for this new wine by
allowing God to do what He de-
sires to do, and by doing our-
selves what He calls us to do. He
is calling us to a new place to do
a new thing...Hallelujah!

A New Home

As believers in Jesus Christ, we
are assured of an eternal home in
Heaven. But do you realize that
we already belong to our new
home? As a friend recently put it,
the home has been purchased,
paid in full, we are just waiting for
the final settlement so we can
move in. Or as Paul put it: Our
citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Savior from there,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by
the power that enables him to
bring everything under his con-
trol, will transform our lowly bod-
ies so that they will be like his
glorious body. (Phil.3:20-21) We
have already claimed citizenship
in Heaven!

So, what new things await our
homecoming?

A New Role

| am coming soon. Hold on to
what you have, so that no one will
take your crown. Him who over-
comes | will make a pillar in the

temple of my God. Never again will
he leave it. | will write on him the
name of my God and the name of
the city of my God, the new Jerusa-
lem, which is coming down out of
heaven from my God; and | will

also write on him my new name. He

who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.(
Rev. 3:11-13)

Can you even imagine? Him who

overcomes | will make a pillar in the

temple of my God. 1 John tells us
that Everyone born of God over-
comes the world.” Now we see that
we that overcome will be pillars of
the temple of God!

A New Song

And they sang a new song: "You
are worthy to take the scroll and to
open its seals, because you were
slain, and with your blood you pur-
chased men for God from every
tribe and language and people and
nation. (Rev.5:9)

Are you moved by music? Are you
moved by singing contemporary
praise songs, lifting the Name of
Jesus? Or by singing the great
hymns of the church, with which we
praise, worship, and proclaim His
Name? Or by hearing choral ar-
rangements and wonderful instru-
mentals that swell with the glory of
God? | certainly am. | love all of
them, and count it a blessing to
worship in Wyoming Church, to be

able to lift my hands while | sing the

praises written by David, set to
modern arrangements. | love to
bow my head and sing the phrases
of Fanny Crosby and Charles
Wesley, and | love to close my
eyes and listen to Ron, June,
Sherry, our two choirs, John Sell,
our soloists and groups of instru-
mentalists, our praise band, our
bells, and our children, as they play

and sing to the Lord. | have often
felt lifted up, driven to my knees,
and brought to tears by the music
here.

But, oh church!

How | long for the day when | can
hear the choir of Heaven, singing
that new song. Those perfect
words, those perfect voices, per-
fect harmony, complete unity, and
complete focus on the object of
their adoration. | cannot even
imagine the wonder.

A New Purpose

| saw the Holy City, the new Jeru-
salem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a
bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. Revelation 21:2

This is it friends! This is the im-
age of the church perfected. On
this day, division in church will be
no more. Squabbles over doc-
trine have ended. The church will
finally fulfill that for which it was
created. We will be pure and pre-
pared and purposeful. And we
will be united with our Jesus.

A New Everything

He who was seated on the throne
said, " Behold, | make all things
new!" (Rev. 21:5) All things!
Everything! All the bad in the
world destroyed and all the good
things perfected! He who testi-
fies to these things says, "Yes, |
am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus.
(Rev. 22:20)
YES! AMEN!
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Showers of blessings for our Food Pantry!

Your generosity enables us to show love to others. Thank you, church
family, for your gifts to the pantry the last two weeks of November. The
women of our church thank God, too! We will use these gifts to His

glory.

During December we received food from Whatcoat's Angel Food Minis-
tries, Camden’s Wal-Mart, St. Paul’'s Episcopal Church, the German
American Club, a Kent County legislator and students from Polytech
High School.

Four families, referred to us by a school nurse, received Christmas bas-
kets. Please call the church office if you are aware of folks in the greater
Dover community to whom we may reach out and offer help.

Lee Gabler, Pantry Coordinator
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By Renate Passley

Santa came four days early this
year, as a total of eight families, on
the giving and receiving ends, and
18 volunteers involved in the logis-
tics of it all, were truly blessed on
Saturday, Dec. 20 with “Santa’s
Sleigh Ride”. Lynda Hultman in
her spur-of-the-moment simply-
fabulous kind of way had decided
that it was about time that as many
people as we could reach through
FER should get into the true Christ-
mas groove ... and put together
what turned into the largest com-
bined effort in pickups and deliver-
ies in WUMC Family Emergency
Relief history.

Four teams made up of 18 volun-
teers, 5 trucks and 2 trailers gath-

ered in the church office Satur-
day morning to munch on
donuts and cookies and receive
Santa’s hats, bags of candy
and cookies for the families and
final instructions as Lynda sent
them off in different directions
to pick up donated furniture and
deliver it to mostly single par-
ents who, after homelessness,
had found permanent housing
to settle in with their children.

| was in the cozy “hub” at
Faldan House with orders to
connect any loose ends which,
however, | never had to do. In-
stead | received one phone call
after another telling me about
how our volunteers picked up
unexpected donations of more
furniture or, after bringing the

basic furniture items to the des-
ignated home, were shopping
for gifts to bring to children for
whom Christmas had not even
been thought of, and stores
around town donating Christ-
mas trees complete with orna-
ments and lights. The stories
continued to unfold over the
following days, as volunteers
returned to the families with
more items needed, more pre-
sents or for repair and installa-
tion jobs.

A big jolly Thank You to our
FER case worker Lynda and to
all who gave up their time at
short notice to bring FERniture
and just the right message to-
gether with plenty of Christmas
cheer throughout our
community!
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Weekly Offerings
Other weekly offerings
Interest Income

%Total General Fund Revenue
j

Finance Team

Office

Personnel

Properties and equipt (capital)
Total administrative Council

Nursery and Supplies
Benevolences (Conference)
] Education

Youth Programs

Annual Conference
Evangelism & Missions

Total Expense

Net Income

interest income.

Contingency for New Building Expenses

The following report includes current year to date
Charge Conference. The detailed line by line budge

YTD Inc/Exp

436,880
5,176
8,790

450,846

12,451
19,423
162,060

46,350
240,284

240
48,806
9,921
4,268
33
14,481
3,386
1.276
82,411

November 2008 Month End Finance Report

Louise Webb, Finance Team Chair

YTD Budget

444,134
6,333
9,167

459,634

11,647
15,813
113,015
47,478
187,953

614
48,812
10,313
3,804
275
22,276
4,721
1375
92,190

168,497

448,640

financials and the 2009 budget approved at the 11/2
tis on file at the office

09 Budget

565,830
8,700
9,000

583,530

13,100
20,625
131,595
102,860
268,180

670
55,225
12,750
11,000

300
21,350
5,100
1,500
107,895

184,285

23,170

583,530

Expenditures were $38,048 lower than budgeted due to overall lower spending than budget and small increase in

Offerings YTD are at 98% of pledges for the same period. This is a confirmation of the dedication to the Lord’s
work and integrity of our congregation at a time of great economic pressure.
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1/2

1/3

1/4
1/6

1/7

1/8

1/10
1711
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/16
117

1/18
1/19
1/20

1/21

1/22
1/23
1/24

1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29

1/30
1/31

2/1
2/3
2/6

217
2/8
2/9

2/10

Ruth Harthausen, Olga Stayton, Kim Bryan, Abi-
gail Brown

Gwen Graf, Kevin Mitten, Nicholas Smith, Ross
Tepfenhart

Unsun Whitmore, Justin Smith, Breanne Eriksen,
Steve Price

Sue Rigby, Emma Higgins

Ernie Piazza, Theresa Whitmore, Madeline
Voshell

Evelyn Leh

Deedee Duncan, Nick Traegler

Stephen Malandrino

Ruth Shomo, Diana Cool

Kelly Salmon, Kyle Salmon

Hop Hopkins, Michael Watson

Kenneth Papen

Charlie Brittingham, Debi Traute, Nick Onufrovich
Glen Fisher

Ray Henriques, Elijah Beckel, George Pippin Sr.,
Liza Giaccone

Mike Eriksen

Sue Buckley, Chris Kuester

Vonnie Williams, Karen deBloois, Annie Carucci,
Jeff Carlin

Francis Nichols, Greg Williams, Jonathan Zim-
merman

Lee Parker, Kirsten Higgins, Ethan Singleton
William Pippin, Andrew Walls

Helen McKee, James Schweppe, Herb Lanter,
John King

Mary Pippin, Adam Towle

Marilyn Massey

Saige Ivy

Dotty Baker, Marie Henriques

Kathryn Bickling, Melanie Nichols, Dawn Failing,
Mary Servon, Kyle Mellin, Morgan Bevins, Nicho-
las Butto

Hugh Shaw, Meghan Harris, Sarah Harris
Becky Minor, Kim Stockslager, Emily Tull, Colin
Ritchey

Bartie Kelly

Dave Hill, Amy Higgins

Judy Field, Patti Benson, Wanda Edwards, Alison
Robinson

Norma Bennett, Eric Eason, Sarah Scott

Lori Carlin

Emma Wilson, Charlie Hajec, Caleb Anthony, Will
Anthony

Diana Price, Dianna Sellers, Kirby Amonson,
Virginia Camper, Tyler Sell
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Thank you Church Family for your many, many prayers that were
lifted up for Clifton and our family during his illness and death this past 2
year. Without the prayers, cards, phone calls and food it would have $ $%)
been much more difficult. It was a great support and certainly sus- + $
tained us on our many trips to the hospital and nursing home. 1 feel
blessed to be a part of this great church family. Thank God for each , "
and every one of you! Sincerely, In Christian Love. 2 $
June Thompson and Family :
~— ( 2'$ 1 (
| wanted to thank you and your staff so much for all the help you guys (1 :
were a blessing in helping us furnish our home. | couldn’t believe how % % 1(
nice the items were. Your church helped us make a smooth transition ( ( .
for our children. Thank You so much!!! 7
A case helped during Santa’s Sleigh Ride! $ "
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